
Approaches & Resources for 
Managing Asbestos Containing 

Building Materials 

d

Washington Brownfields Conference
May 2019

Spokane, WA
Susan Morales, EPA



Asbestos Overview 
& Federal Requirements

ÅWhat is asbestos?

ÅHow is it regulated?

ÅRequirements for Owners & 
Contractors

ÅBrownfield Program Resources



What is Asbestos?

ÅA naturally occurring 
mineral.

ÅUsed in many building 
materials. 

ÅBreaks up into very 
fine, needle -like 
fibers.

ÅA known human 
carcinogen.



Asbestos-Containing 
Building Materials

ÅAbout 3,500 materials are known to 
contain asbestos.

ÅSome products may still contain 
asbestos (most uses are not banned).  

ÅCommon examples: pipe insulation, 
ceiling texture, roofing asphalt, floor 
tile, cement pipes...



Asbestos Examples

Can be found in places you 
donõt expect



Asbestos Examples

Pipe Elbows 

Molded Pipe Insulation



Asbestos Examples

Coating on Drywall Ceiling Texture



Asbestos Examples

Mortar and Concrete Mix

Textured Paint



Asbestos Examples

Roofing Shingles Asphalt Paper



EPAõs Regulations
National Emission Standard for 

Hazardous Air Pollutants

òNESHAPó

40 CFR, Part 61, Subpart M (Asbestos)



EPAõs Asbestos Regulations

Asbestos NESHAP

40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M

Air Toxics Regulations

Section 112 of CAA

Clean Air Act



EPA Regulates

ÅFacilities undergoing: 

ÅAll Demolitions

ÅOnly Renovations that 

ÅExceed regulatory thresholds

ÅDisturb òfriableó materials



EPA Regulates Facilities

Facility means 

any institutional, commercial, public, 
industrial, or residential structure, 
installation, or building (including any 
structure, installation, or building containing 
condominiums or individual dwelling units 
operated as a residential cooperative, but 
excluding residential buildings having four or 
fewer dwelling units); any ship; and any 
active or inactive waste disposal site . 



Facility Examples

Secondary Aluminum Plant Oven 
Repair



Facility Examples
Hotels



Facility Examples

Schools 



Facility Examples
Landfill Disposal Sites


